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surrounded by bands of armed ruffians, and the accusers to be threatened with
violence unless they desisted from their suit. The consuls interfered with a
military force and gave them the means of escaping over the roofs of the
neighbouring houses. In the following year the process was renewed, and
Cicero, as the mouthpiece of Poinpeyv was retained to defend the criminal.
The advocate pleaded the favour with which his client was regarded by
Pompey himself, and either this consideration or the fear of further violence,
or perhaps the cooling down of men's passions after so long an interval^
gained him an acquittal. But the attempt, only too successful, of Manilius
to overawe by force the administration of justice, deserves to be remarked
for its fatal significance. From henceforth we shall find it repeated day by
day with aggravated violence. Consuls and tribunes will via with one
another to destroy the foundation of all social confidence. Already the
senate and the people are committed to a struggle, which must eventually
involve the interference of a power paramount to both. Far-sighted men see
already the shadows of monarchy advancing upon them, which the mission
of Pompey to the East, long, distant, and perilous, seems the readiest means
of retarding, and possibly of averting.
Cicero's speech for Cornelius was a triumph of artifice and ingenuity.
But the fame of his eloquence was already established by his harangue in
favour or the bill of Manilius, and the favour of the people had already
raised him to the praetorship for the year 66 by the unanimous suffrages of
the centuries. After the failure of the attack upon the refractory tribune,
faction slept for a short season, or prepared itself in silence for a fiercer out>
burst of animosity. &
CAIUS JULIUS C-ESAJR
Though the restoration of the tribunate ana the withdrawal of the judi-
cial power had given a rude shock to the senatorial oligarchy, they still
remained masters of Rome. But a chief was growing up who was destined
to restore life to the Marian party, to become master of the Roman world,
and to be acknowledged as the greatest man whom Rome ever produced.
C. Julius Caesar was bom of an old patrician family in the year 100 B.C.
He was therefore six years younger than Pompey and Cicero. His father,
C. Csesar, did not live to reach the consulship. Kis uncle Sertus held that
high dignity in 91 B.C., just before the outbreak of the Social War. But
the connection on which the young patrician most prided himself was the
marriage of his aunt Julia with C. Marius; and at the early age of seven-
teen he declared his adhesion to the popular party by espousing Cornelia,
the daughter of Cinna. who was at that time absolute master of Rome. We
have already noticed his bold refusal to repudiate hid wife, and his narrow
escape from Sulla's assassins. His first military service was performed
under M. Minucius Thermos, who was left by Sulla to take Mytilene. In
the siege of that place he won a civic crown for saving a citizen. On the
death of Sulla he returned to Rome, and, after the custom of ambitious
young Romans, he indicted Cn. Dolabella, for extortion in Macedonia. The
senatorial jury acquitted Dolabella ao a matter of course; but the credit
gained by the young orator was great; and he went to Rhodes to study
rhetoric under Molo, in whose school Cicero had lately been taking lessons.
It was on his way to Rhodes that he fell into the hands of Ciiician pirate;.
Redeemed by a heavy ransom, he collected some ships, attacked his captors,
took them prisoners* and crucified them at Pergwnus, according to a threat